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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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Sir: 



We, the undersigned inventors, declare as follows: 
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1 . We are all the co-inventors of the above-captioned patent 

application. 

2. We understand that in an Office Action, certain of the claims have 
been rejected as unpatentable over Sato et al. Patent No. 6100,132, filed June 29, 1998. 

3. Prior to June 29, 1998, we reduced to practice the invention 
disclosed and claimed in the relevant claims of the above application as evidenced by the 
following: 

• Exhibit A includes two SEM photos of cross sectional views of 
a test wafer. The top photo shows two trenches before 
hydrogen Ha anneal, and the bottom photo shows the same 
trenches after the hydrogen H 2 anneal. As can be seen, the 
trenches have sharp comers before the H 2 anneal, but have 
rounded comers after the H2 anneal. 
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. Exhibit B includes two pages outlining details of the H 2 anneal 
sequence of steps taken from the process recipe used to 
manufacture the tost wafer from which the SEM photos in 
Exhibit A were obtained. The relevant portions of the two 
pages in Exhibit B are highlighted using rectangular boxes. As 
can be seen, the H 2 anneal (referred to as "H2 bake") is carried 
out at 1000°C temperature for 60 seconds. 

4 We hereby declare that all statements made herein of our own 
knowledge a. true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to 

statements and the like so made 

Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and.that such willful false statements 
ma y jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 




Dated — £ - V " Vj oe n e Sharp . 



Dated 



- " ^Gordon TCMads^rT 
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